"Why have I been appointed to 6-A?
I've never acted in my life!"

"You're talking like a muzhik," he would
be told. "Everybody has to act for the first
time one day or other."

Throughout the week all these mixed de-
lachments, especially their commanders, spent
their spare time rushing about the colony, and
even the town, like madmen. It was not our
way to accept excuses, however good, and our
mixed detachment commanders were often
in difficulties. True, wo had friends in the
town, and there were many who sympathized
with our cause. Thus, for example, we were
almost always able to get hold of suitable
costumes for any play whatsoever, and when
this was impossible, 6-W mixed knew how
to make them for any historical period, and
in any number, from all sorts of stuff, and
from various articles in the colony itself.
It was, moreover, considered that not only
anything belonging to the colony, but also
anything belonging to the staff was entirely
at the disposal of our theatrical detachment.
Six-P mixed, for example, was firmly convinced
that properties were so named because they
were the property of the staff. With the de-
velopment of our enterprise, permanent the-
atrical supplies began to be accumulated, to a
limited extent, within the colony. Since we
frequently produced plays of a military nature,
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